
New Jersey State Retired Policemen and Firemen’s Association

Mercer County Local #12

General Membership Meeting Minutes

Date: Tuesday January 20, 2015
Location: McManiman Center, Scully & South Olden Avenues, Hamilton, NJ
Time: 7:33 p.m.

Thank you to 2nd VP Lou Williamson for recording the meeting minutes in the absence of the Recording Secretary.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Joseph Valdora with the pledge of allegiance to
the flag and a moment of silence honoring our departed members.

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS

Office Name Office Name Office Name

President
Joseph

Valdora
P

1st Vice
President

Art Cipriano E 2nd Vice President Lou Williamson P

3rd Vice
President

John
Harrison

P
Financial
Secretary

Michael
Vandeleur

P
Recording
Secretary

Karl Feltes E

Treasurer
Nick

Giordano
P

Sergeant at
Arms

Tom Kelley E Sergeant at Arms Bill Rafferty P

Trustee Charles Dale P Trustee John Ricco P Trustee Chuck Stanley P

State Delegate  William Seaman

P = Present A = Absent L = Late E = Excused

New Members: Marvin “Skip” Johnson, Trenton PD.

Secretary’s Report: The December minutes will be read at the next meeting. 

Treasurer: The  treasurer  provided  reporting  for  the  preceding  30  day  period.   Starting  balance  was
$18,816.11.  During the period expenses totaled $414.46.  Income for the same time period totaled $2,198.00.
The ending balance totals $20,599.65.  Approved, motion by Derricott, second by Allaire.

Correspondence and Bills:  None
 
State Delegates:  The next State meeting will be held on January 26th.  The State is two months behind in
releasing its pension solvency study.

Unfinished Business:  NJ State PBA Attorney Bob Delsorto wrote a letter, which was published in several
newspapers, supporting the extradition of Joanne Chesimard from Cuba to The United States (New Jersey),
before the United States resumes normal relations with Cuba.  Joanne Chesimard was convicted of murdering a
NJ State Trooper and other charges. She escaped from a NJ Prison and is living in Cuba after receiving political
asylum there. President Valdora wrote a letter also, but it was not published.

A bill is in committee in the NJ State Assembly to give a onetime pension boost to $32,000 to every member in
our pension system whose pension is below this amount. President Valdora fully supports this bill and will
actively work to get it sponsored in the Senate.
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President Valdora thanked Brother Bill Paradiso for obtaining an exemption certificate for deceased Local 12
member  (Trenton  Fire  Dept.)  Vince  Pompeii’s  family.   The  exemption  certificate  (which  is  available  to
firefighters) paid an insurance payment of almost $10,000 to Brother Pompeii’s family.

A bill was passed by the NJ Senate and Assembly requiring the state to make their pension payments quarterly.
The state is currently waiting until  the end of the fiscal year  to make their pension payments and then not
making the payments due to a lack of money.  The governor vetoed this bill.  This bill passed with enough votes
whereas an override of the governor’s veto should have occurred, but 3 legislators changed their minds and did
not vote on the veto override.  The governor called this bill unconstitutional.  Last year the court basically gave
the state a pass from putting their share of money into our pension system because of an economic emergency,
but going forward, the court stated it would look at things differently.  The state is not arguing that it does not
have the money for pension payments but that the law is unconstitutional. 

New Business:  The State Supreme will decide shortly, probably in June or July, whether to hear the Berg V
Christie case.  This case is about our cost of living adjustments. As it now stands, if you retired between 1997
and 2010 you are entitled to the Cola (a bill stating that the Cola is part of our pension was signed by Governor
Whitman in 1997).  Outside of that you are not entitled to a Cola.  Best case scenario would be that the Supreme
Court hears the case and decides in favor of the union and everybody gets a Cola.  If the Supreme Court does
not hear the case, it gets remanded back to the lower court and their ruling stands (Cola for retirees from 1997-
2010). If the Supreme Court hears the case, it is also possible they may rule that nobody gets a Cola.  President
Valdora would like to see everybody get a cola.  

The State union is considering filling a friend of the court briefing supporting the Berg case.  Brother Ralph
Petty informed President Valdora that Governor Christie argued before Judge Jacobson that HIS pension bill is
unconstitutional because he cannot force the state to make pension payments. 3.9 billion dollars should have
been put into pensions this year, but the state only put in 700 million dollars.  Governor Christie moves from a
positive that our pension is unsustainable, or good for the next 20 years.

President Valdora pointed out that the cost of health care is going up.  For 2018 there is going to be a 40% tax
on “Cadillac” health plans.  It is very possible the State may try to take away some of our health benefits.  

Brother Bill Seaman bought up an idea to have post cards made up with our Local 12 logo on them. The post
cards would be available at the meetings for individual members to mail to their respective state legislatures
with a small handwritten message urging support for laws that would benefit us, bombarding the legislators
with mail from us. President Valdora supports the idea and wants to do this with each local in the state---22
locals—3,500 members.

Good and Welfare:  Trenton Police brothers are reminded to mail their prescription reimbursements in to City
Hall, 319 East St. Street, Trenton NJ, 08608. You can put attn.: Trisha King.  FYI for Trenton prescription
reimbursement - Print outs of prescriptions, Via internet, from ExpressScripts (mail order) will not have the
patients name on it. You must call to get a print out with the patients name on it. If you use ExpressScripts and
drug stores you must contact both for print outs of your medications.

Like our FaceBook page,  check it  often--- Retirees are encouraged to have new members join.  The board
requests notification of any members that are ill so that we may include their names in the minutes.  The next
meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  February  17,  2015  at  7:30  p.m.,  McManiman  Center,  Scully  & Olden
Avenues, opposite the Olden Pharmacy on Olden Avenue.

Attachments:  57 members present.
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Adjournment:  8:02 p.m., Approved, motion by Gabauer, second by Carvale.

Respectfully submitted,

Karl T. Feltes
Karl T. Feltes, Recording Secretary as reported by VP Lou Williamson.

Attachments:  57 members present.


