
New Jersey State Retired Policemen and Firemen’s Association 
Mercer County Local #12 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  Tuesday March 17, 2015 
Location: McManiman Center, Scully & South Olden Avenues, Hamilton, NJ 
Time:  7:30 p.m. 
 

Thank you to 2nd VP Lou Williamson for recording the meeting minutes in the absence of the Recording Secretary. 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Joseph Valdora with the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag and a moment of silence honoring our departed members. 
 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS 
Office Name  Office Name  Office Name  

President Joseph 
Valdora P 1st Vice 

President Art Cipriano P 2nd Vice President Lou Williamson P 

3rd Vice 
President 

John 
Harrison P Financial 

Secretary 
Michael 

Vandeleur E Recording 
Secretary Karl Feltes E 

Treasurer Nick 
Giordano P Sergeant at 

Arms Tom Kelley E Sergeant at Arms Bill Rafferty P 

Trustee Charles Dale P Trustee John Ricco A Trustee Chuck Stanley A 

 State Delegate   William Seaman  
P = Present A = Absent L = Late E = Excused 

 
New Members: Joe Salvatore, Trenton Police, Mark Hiestand, South Brunswick Township PD, Tom 
Pizzulo, Hamilton Township PD., Frank Jones, N.J. Dept. of Corrections. 
 
Secretary’s Report: February meeting was canceled due to weather. 
 
Treasurer: The treasurer reported a beginning balance of $19,918.33.  Expenses for the period totaled, 
$217.26; leaving an ending balance of-$19,701.07.  The per capita dues in the amount of $800 was paid to the 
state.  Approved, motion by Brady, second, Derricott. 
 
Correspondence and Bills:  None 
  
State Delegates:  No report, Meeting cancelled due to weather. 
 
Unfinished Business:  Burg V Christie:  The court ruled in Burg V Christie that COLA is contractual for 
members that retired between 1997 and 2010.  The state is appealing this ruling.  The State Supreme Court still 
did not decide whether or not to hear the appeal.  It is possible that if the Burg decision is upheld members may 
get a retro COLA payment. President Valdora supports the reinstatement of COLA for ALL members.  If 
COLA payments had not been suspended/stopped, our pensions would have increased by 4.2% to date. 
 
In reference to State contributions to the pension funds; Judge Jacobson ruled against Gov. Christie’s argument 
that his pension reform bill is unconstitutional because he cannot force the State to make payments into the 
pension system.  The State should put 1.5 billion dollars into the pension system now and 2.9 billion dollars 
during the next fiscal year.  According to Governor Christie our pension was “fixed” in 2011, however, he now 
claims it is unsustainable.  
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The State cannot take our pension money from us, but it is possible the state will try to change our health 
benefits, which are guided by the various contracts applicable during the year a member retired. Therefore it is 
important for every member to get a copy of the contact from the year they retired.  
 
Under Governor Christie, the New Jersey pension system paid more than $600 million in fees to financial firms 
in 2014 to manage our pension. In all, since Christie took office, his administration paid $1.5 billion to manage 
the pension system. 
 
The State has five subcommittees on the Pension reform board---Part 2--that are looking to “fix” our pension 
system (again). There is no union representation on the pension reform board.  The state would like to stop 
running our pension system. The state is looking into-freezing our pensions (which stopping the COLA did); 
transfer funds to local municipalities and let them manage their own pension for their retirees; create a hybrid 
pension system (401K); reform health benefits (one thought is no health benefits if you retire before you are 
eligible for SS); and the impact fixing our pension system would have on local property taxes. The League of 
Municipalities supports the Governors pension reform bill-part 2. 
 
Brother Groth informed us that when his wife signed up for SS she was automatically dropped from his 
prescription plan because SS Part D covers prescriptions.  It is very important that when the time comes and you 
sign up for SS—Do Not sign up for part D.  You have to sign up for part A & B, and SS will try to 
automatically put you in part D.  Do not let this happen.  If you voluntarily sign up for part D, you will lose 
your prescription coverage from the pension system. Repeat---Do Not sign up for part D with Social Security. 
There is information about this on our website.  
 
Our health care coverage is going to be considered a “Cadillac” health plan and is going to be subject to a tax 
under the Affordable Health Care Act.  The state will have to pay this tax.  This will cost the state more money, 
and they will probably try to pass this cost onto the retirees.  This is another reason that you should get a copy 
of the contract from the year you retired.  
 
New Business:  President Valdora wrote letters to his state representatives urging the minimum pension for our 
retirees to be raised to $32, 000. (some retirees are getting less than $20,000 a year). NJ Assemblyman Conway 
responded to the letter in support of this increase.  
 
Retired law enforcement officers have to qualify twice a year to maintain their RPO handgun carry permit. The 
state has a bill that would require retired officers to qualify only once a year.  But it is not known what effect, if 
any, this would have on the federal HR218, which requires you to qualify as active officers do---twice a year. 
Wait and see on this. 
 
President Valdora is moving ahead with the Post Card idea. He is going to have post cards printed up displaying 
the logo for each local. When a bill that affects us, comes up for vote, individual members could fill out one of 
the post cards and mail it to their state representative expressing support of the bill. There are 3,500 members in 
our union. Counting family members, this is a pretty big voting block. 
 
 
Good and Welfare:  Trenton Prescription reimbursement checks were mailed out. If any member has a 
problem with their reimbursement, notify President Valdora, 1st Vice President Cipriano, or 2nd Vice President 
Williamson. 
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Trenton Police Officer Lisette Rios is selling TPD “challenge” coins for $8.00, along with other LEO (Law 
Enforcement Only) merchandise. Officer Rios can be reached on the LEO site on Facebook. Proceeds from the 
sales benefit families of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty. 
 
Brother Allaire asked for a $250 donation for the Blue Mass, A Celebration Of Law Enforcement. Motion 
passed---Valdora and Cipriano. The blue mass is being held at 10:30 am on Tuesday April 7, 2015 at the 
Cathedral of St. Mary Of The Assumption Church, 151 N. warren Street, Trenton NJ.  The mass and luncheon 
afterward is open to all Police Officers and their families, at no charge.  Please contact Brother Allaire or 2nd VP 
Williamson if you plan on attending.  
 
Like our FaceBook page, check it often--- Retirees are encouraged to have new members join.  The board 
requests notification of any members that are ill so that we may include their names in the minutes.  The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 21, 2015 at 7:30 p.m., McManiman Center, Scully & Olden Avenues, 
opposite the Olden Pharmacy on Olden Avenue. 
 
Adjournment:  8:10 p.m., Approved, motion by Cipriano, Williamson. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Karl T. Feltes 
Karl T. Feltes, Recording Secretary as reported by VP Lou Williamson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  66 members present. 

 


