
New Jersey State Retired Policemen and Firemen’s Association 

Mercer County Local #12 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  Tuesday June 16, 2015 
Location: McManiman Center, Scully & South Olden Avenues, Hamilton, NJ 
Time:  7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Joseph Valdora with the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag and a moment of silence honoring our departed members. 
 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS 

Office Name  Office Name  Office Name  

President 
Joseph 
Valdora 

P 
1st Vice 

President 
Art Cipriano P 2nd Vice President Lou Williamson P 

3rd Vice 
President 

John 
Harrison 

P 
Financial 
Secretary 

Michael 
Vandeleur 

E 
Recording 
Secretary 

Karl Feltes P 

Treasurer 
Nick 

Giordano 
E 

Sergeant at 
Arms 

Tom Kelley P Sergeant at Arms Bill Rafferty P 

Trustee Charles Dale A Trustee John Ricco A Trustee Chuck Stanley A 

 State Delegate  William Seaman  

P = Present A = Absent L = Late E = Excused 

 
New Members: None. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The May minutes were previously posted on line and were available to members on 
request.  Approved, motion by Brady, second by Nawrock. 
 
Treasurer: Excused.  To be presented at September meeting.  Previous balance as of May 19, 2015, was 
$19,700.86. 
 
Correspondence and Bills:  None. 
 
State Delegates:  No Report. 
 
Unfinished Business:  President Valdora updated the membership on the pension payment case that was 
decided by the NJ Supreme Court.  The court ruled in favor of the Governor and although decided retirees have 
a contractual right to their pensions, they indicated the state constitution requires voter approval for a debt 
increase over 1%.  As such, the Governor is permitted to ignore his seven year payment plan agreement. 
 
It is anticipated the state will receive another bond rating downgrade based on the decision and inaction to 
properly fund the pensions.  Despite member and local government contributions, actuaries project the pension 
will fail sometime in the future without adequate funding. 
 
Consideration is being given to several options to address the pension crisis.  One option is to seek Legislative 
support to make the required contributions.  The Governor has indicated he would veto any measure if it 
includes a tax increase or cuts to life safety net programs.  Another option is to modify the state constitution, 
either by voter referendum or legislative option.  Legislative action would require an almost impossible 3/5ths 
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vote.  A referendum would require a similarly large voter signature petition.  For practical purposes, petitioners 
would wait until a low voter turn-out election to serve as the basis for determining the number of signatures 
needed to require placing the question on the ballot.  Low voter turn-out is not anticipated until after election 
cycles occurring over the next four years.  Even if the petition is validated, voter approval to increase taxes to 
fully fund the pension is doubtful based on the number of voters who would benefit versus the number of voters 
who would be negatively impacted (800,000 government employees verses 8,000,000 eligible voters). 
 
In response to a members question concerning the COLA matter; President Valdora indicated the case has been 
submitted after a judicial ruling reinstating the COLA only for individuals who retired during 1997 through 
2010.  Three Justices must vote to adopt the case from the appellate court to have the matter heard.  The justices 
have not voted so the case is on hold.  It is unknown what action will be taken. 
 
New Business:  Assemblyman Hoffman has proposed a bill that would require hospitals to inform patients if 
attending medical personnel participating in a procedure are in or out of network.  The bill is designed to 
prevent patients from being charged high fees for services provided by a member of the medical team who does 
not participate/accept the patient’s health care provider insurance plan. 
 
President Valdora read a letter written by NJ State PBA Attorney Bob Delsorto addressing the impact and 
inequity of the recent court decision that allowed the Governor to forgo the required pension payment.  The 
letter was posted to the Local’s Website.  
 
VP Art Cipriano addressed health provider issues Hamilton PD retirees and active members are having.  
Participants were advised the Township need only provide benefits equivalent to those established by the 
individual contract.  There is no guarantee or other provision requiring the plan to include the same Doctors as 
any prior plan.  Retirees were advised to ensure treating personnel accept the individual’s plan to avoid out of 
network costs. 
 
Members were asked to consider the pros and cons of having daytime meetings.  Although some members work 
and would be unable to attend, daytime meetings would allow other members who don’t drive after dark to 
attend.  It would also allow scheduling guest speakers who are not available after normal daytime work hours. 
 
Member Ed Gerasimowicz addressed the membership seeking participants to sign-up for a Golf Outing 
scheduled for September 11th at Gamblers Ridge.  Proceeds will benefit combat veterans in need.  The greens 
fee is $100.00.  Hole sponsorships are also available for $100.00 and donations of any amount are welcome.  
Members who are combat wounded are welcome to join the organization. 
 
Good and Welfare:  Like our FaceBook page, check it often--- Retirees are encouraged to have new members 
join.  The board requests notification of any members that are ill so that we may include their names in the 
minutes.  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 7:30 p.m., McManiman Center, 
Scully & Olden Avenues, opposite the Olden Pharmacy on Olden Avenue. 
 
Adjournment:  8:06 p.m.,  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Karl T. Feltes 
Karl T. Feltes, Recording Secretary 


