
Meeting Date: December 20, 2016

Location: McManiman Center, Scully & South Olden Avenues, Hamilton, NJ

Time: 7:30pm

89 Members Attended.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Joseph Valdora with the pledge of 

allegiance to the flag and a moment of silence honoring our departed members. President Valdora 

also asked members to keep Brother Charles Dale in their prayers, as he has been not well. 

Roll Call Of Officers 

President: Joseph Valdora -P

1st Vice President: Art Cipriano -E 

2nd Vice President: Lou Williamson -P

3rd Vice President: John Harrison -P

Financial Secretary: Michael Vandeleur -P

Recording, Secretary: Joe Esposito -P

Treasurer: Nick Giordano -P

Sergeant at Arms: Tom Kelly -P, Bill Rafferty -P

Trustee: Charles Dale -E, Chuck Stanley -E

State Delegate: William Seaman -E

New Members

Richard Czyz- Trenton PD, Gerald Chrzanowski- Trenton PD, Michael Smith- Lawrence PD

Reading of the Minutes

President Valdora briefed the body regarding minutes, Approved – M. Weeast, Seconded - T. Brown.

Treasure's Report (July & August): Starting Balance: $17,685.04
Expenses: $9,553.14
Income: $13,338.00
Ending Balance: $21,469.90

Approved – Motion - A. Auletta, Seconded - Pollard

State Delegates

President Valdora and Brother Povio attended the State Delegate’s meeting. Brother Povio was 

afforded the opportunity to speak to the Horizon representative. Povio was able to gather useful 

information regarding the benefits.

Old Business

The Christmas party was a huge success, many thanks were given toward the entertainment as well 

as the venue selected. President Valdora updated the members on the funds raised for Paige Stines. 

Brother Ed Gerasimowicz provided an update on Paige’s progress. Paige made a card to show her 

appreciation for the donation.



Questions were raised regarding the new benefit plan. Information can be reviewed at the New 

Jersey Police and Fire Pension web site. Benefits vary depending on the plan that each member 

selected. The State PBA elections were discussed, Brother Mike Flaherty didn’t receive enough votes

to secure the seat, but did fare rather well in the election.

Correspondence

None

New Business

A Humanitarian award was present to Brother Ed Gerasimowicz from the RP&F for all of his efforts

Good and Welfare

Please take a moment and review the copied emails that were sent as there is a lot of useful 

information regarding Medicare and how it will affect the members.

1. For Retired Trenton members this is a change in procedure that may benefit the Trenton 

members getting prescription reimbursements. Many folks were getting a list of prescriptions 

filled from Medco (Express Scripts) and submitting it for reimbursements. While you could get 

this list online and printing it out yourself, the city wasn't accepting it because it didn't have 

your full name on it. That meant having to call Medco and waiting for the form to come in the 

mail, prior to submitting it for reimbursement. The city has agreed to allow the acceptance of 

forms printed from the web if you simply fill in all your information on the top of the form. That 

should streamline and speed up the process and get people reimbursed more quickly.

2. There maybe some changes in Medical procedures. Always check first about correct 

procedures under the new plans. Example:

3. Echocardiogram/Treadmill Stress Test. Prior to January 1, we did not need a prior 

authorization for this test. When I arrived at Capital Health (Hopewell) this afternoon, I was 

turned away because I needed a prior authorization from Horizon Medicare Advantage NJ 

Direct 10. I was further informed that my doctor would have to make the request. When I got 

home, I contacted Horizon and told them that I attended a meeting in December with a 

representative of Horizon who said to me twice that nothing would change. This would be a 

seamless transition, everything we had with Medicare and NJ Direct were the same. NOT 

TRUE

The person I spoke to today couldn't explain why the representative at the meeting would say 

that. She further stated they required prior authorization because some doctors would lie just 

to make money. I couldn't believe she just said that to me. Bottom line is, if your doctor orders 

echo/stress test, you will need a prior authorization from Horizon Medicare Advantage. It 

wouldn't hurt to check prior to other tests your doctor may order. I then contacted my doctor's 

office and they further confirmed this, stating last year we didn't need prior authorization for this

test and others. Under Horizon Medicare Advantage we will need the prior authorization. Sorry 

for the long narrative, but I thought the membership should be informed.



This is the latest on the test strips. I can only speak to someone in my situation who has Direct 

10 and on Medicare, After Jan. 1, 2017, you must have your Dr. Fax a prescription for test 

strips or other durable equipment to Care Centrix (Phone (855) 243-3321) (Fax (866) 522-

8555). They will get approval and assign it to a supplier. The supplier will fill the prescription. 

Refills will go through the supplier. I have not received the strips yet. The prescription was 

faxed and Care Centrix is in the process of approving and assigning it to a supplier.  Not sure 

yet when I will receive it or from whom or what the cost will be.

Marty Nawrock

4. Brother H. Allaire reminded the board that the date for the annual Blue Mass has  been set. It 

will take place on Tuesday, April 18, 2017. Brother Bob Mell spoke regarding the Central 

Jersey Police & Fire Credit Union. The credit union offers many benefits and services.

5. The date for next years Christmas party has been set. It will take place on Friday, December 

15, 2017. At the same location, Mercer Oaks Golf Club.

Like our Facebook page, check it often. Encourage new members to join Local 12. The board 
requests notification of any members that are ill so that we may include their names in the minutes.

The next meeting is on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at 7:30 pm.

Adjournment: 8:20 pm – Motion - L. Cipriano, Seconded - Povio. 

Respectfully Submitted:

Joe Esposito, Recording Secretary


